
Grade 3- Unit 5 ELA Pre-Assessment 

Name: _____________________ 

Date: ____________________ 

 

Reading Information 

Directions: Students are to read the two short informational passages below about plants. After 

reading the passages they will answer the questions that follow independently. 

 

Task 1: Read two informational pieces and answer the questions that follow. 

 

Passage 1 

                                Life Science: Plants 

 How are plants different from other living things? Plants were one 

of the first living things. Plants have been on Earth for millions of years. 

More than 400,000 kinds of plants grow on Earth. All living things are 

made of cells. The cell is a basic and tiny part of all living things. Plants 

are made of cells. Animals are made of cells, too. Even you are made of 

cells.  

 Plants cells and animal cells are alike in some ways. All cells are 

about sixty percent water. Different cell parts float in this water. All 

cells have a nucleus. The nucleus tells the cell what to do. Plant cells 

have a cell wall. Animal cells do not have a cell wall. A cell wall gives 

the plant its shape. Cell walls also hold a plant straight up which protects 

the plant from wind, rain and snow. Plant cells also have chloroplasts. 

Chloroplasts have chlorophyll, which is the green in plants. Animal cells 

do not have chloroplasts. Chlorophyll uses light to make food. Plants 

make food by photosynthesis. Photo means “light” and synthesis means 

“to mix”. 



 Plants need water and light to make food. They also need gas 

called carbon dioxide. The root takes in the water and the leaves take in 

the carbon dioxide. Plant leaves get light from the sun. The chloroplast 

uses sunlight to mix water and gas. Then the chloroplast makes sugar. 

Plants use sugar as food. Plants also make oxygen. Oxygen is gas in the 

air. People give us oxygen to breathe. This is one way that plants and 

animals keep Earth in balance. 

 

 

Passage 2 

                            How Do Plants Get What They Need?  

Adapted from an excerpt from “Science: A Closer Look” 

 About 400 years ago, a Dutch scientist named Jan van Helmont 

wanted to know how plants meet their needs. So he planted a seedling in 

a pot of soil. He watered it regularly. After five years, the seedling 

became a small tree. Only a tiny amount of soil was missing from the 

pot. Where did the plant get the material to grow? 

 Van Helmont concluded that most of the material came from 

water. Nearly 100 years later, scientist found that the rest of the material 

comes from carbon dioxide, a common gas in the air. We now know 

that trees and other green plants use the energy from the sunlight to 

make their own food, with the key ingredients being water and carbon 

dioxide. Like all living things, plants need energy. Most plants use 

leaves to collect light from the Sun. This process is called 

photosynthesis (foh-toh-SIN-thuh-sis). Photosynthesis begins when 

sunlight hits the leaf. The light energy goes into the plant cells. From 

there it enters the chloroplasts. Inside the chloroplasts, chlorophyll 

collects the light energy. 



 When the chloroplasts gather enough energy, a change takes place. 

Water and carbon dioxide combine to form plant sugars, or food. The 

cells let oxygen out as a waste product. People and animals need that 

oxygen to survive. The root of the plant takes up water from the soil. 

They also keep the plant firmly in the soil. Small tubes called veins carry 

the water from the root to the stem. Veins also carry the sugar from the 

leaves to the rest of the plant. It’s amazing how plants have the ability 

the make oxygen. People and animals need plants just as much as plants 

need people and animals! 

 

Answer the questions below: 

1. What is the main idea of Passage 1? 

a. Plants use photosynthesis to make food. 

b. Plants are different from other living things. 

c. Plants and animals are alike in many ways. 

2. What sentence supports the main idea? 

a. “Plant cells and animal cells are alike in some ways.” 

b. “All living things are made of cells.” 

c. “Plants need water and light to make food.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Both of these passages are about plants. What is the main difference 

between Passage 1 and Passage 2? In 1-3 sentences, write your answer 

in the box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Task 2 Writing (Use loose leaf paper for this) 

Directions: You are creating a project for the STEM fair and decided to 

do a project on plants. Write a short report about plants including facts 

from both passages, as well as your own thoughts.  

Your response should 

 introduce the topic and logically organize the information 

 include appropriate supporting details from both passages 

 use words and phrases to link different ideas 

 use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

 

 

 

 



Essential Questions: 

1. How can comparing and contrasting informational texts on the same 

topic deepen a reader’s understanding? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does identifying key details help to identify the main idea and 

build understanding of the text? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

3. What are informative and explanatory texts? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 



Scoring Guide: 

Task 1: 1 point 

1. b 

2. c 

3. Answers may vary but should include: 

 Passage 1 talks about how animals have cells like plants 

 Passage 2 discusses Jan van Helmont and his experiment on how 

plants met their needs 

 Writes in 1-3 sentences 

Task 2: 0-4 points 

0 Student writes nothing or met none of the proficient criteria. 

1 Student is not yet able to respond correctly. 

2 Students met one of the proficient criteria. 

3 Student included the topic and logically organized the information, included 

appropriate supporting details from both passages, used words and phrases 

to link different ideas and used correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

4 Student meets all four proficient criteria plus provides an in depth 

explanation and refers explicitly to the passages. 

 

 


